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24/02/21 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am writing this letter as a response to the government instruction that schools will re-

open from the 8th March.  

As you will be aware Castle Hill has been open for the full academic year to date 

and will continue to be so as we move forward, unless government guidelines 

instruct otherwise.    

To clarify our position, therefore, from the 8th March, the following statement applies:    

‘Pupils and students who are self-isolating because they are following public health 

advice should not attend school or college. Those pupils and students who are 

clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) are also currently advised not to attend whilst 

shielding remains in place’. 

All other students are expected to attend.  

Please be reassured that we are more than happy to facilitate phased returns for 

those students who have not been attending for long periods of time. Please 

contact your class teacher to discuss this arrangement.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to reassure you that all procedures and 

protocols will remain in place to assist in controlling the risk of Covid-19 contagion.   

Our risk assessment was recently updated (02/02/21) and will be reviewed again 

prior to the 8th March.   https://6e8362fb-0dff-4a9b-80aa-

ac1ae8999871.filesusr.com/ugd/3ce718_1638b2c1bc144927a75e41b1f7654a43.pdf 

Our vaccination programme has been successful and to date we have ensured 

that 80% of staff have taken up the offer.  

Our Lateral flow testing regime continues with 77 staff being tested twice weekly.  

Additionally, it is worth noting, for reassurance, that we recorded only 1 confirmed 

case of Covid-19 during the previous ½ term.  
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Additional note regarding testing: Within the new guidance the government have 

stated that home Lateral Flow testing kits will be provided to students age 11+. This 

will enable students to participate in testing at home twice a week. We feel this offer 

is, however, specifically targeted towards mainstream students. Nonetheless, if your 

child is within this age group and you would like to participate in this process then 

please let us know asap. This information will enable us to arrange advice and 

guidance regarding the process application. For students 16+ Further information 

can be found in the link provided regarding the mental capacity act 2005 and the 

making of a ‘best interest decision’ related to the application of home Lateral Flow 

testing.  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-

looking-after-people-who-lack-mental-capacity/the-mental-capacity-act-2005-

mca-and-deprivation-of-liberty-safeguards-dols-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-

pandemic-additional-guidancea 

Our policy of not testing students here at school will continue.  

In conclusion, we look forward to our returning students joining us on the 8th March 

and will continue to provide support and assistance to those families who continue 

to shield and isolate.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact school if you have any concerns or questions 

regarding the new guidance. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding during this time.  

Yours sincerely  

 

Steve Perren  

(Principal) 
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