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Communication and Language

The curriculum area is ‘Communication and Language’.

This includes Speaking, Reading, Writing, Listening and Community 
Languages.

In the National Curriculum it is called ‘English’. 

In Early Years it is called ‘Communication and Language’ and 
‘Literacy’.

On the EHCP’s  it is ‘Communication and Interaction’.

Very confusing! What does it all look like at Castle Hill School?



Communication is at the core of everything we do at Castle Hill school. If you 
imagine it as a tree, it is  the trunk from which all other learning can branch out from. 
It is the ‘steel girder’ that holds all the other curriculum areas together. We want to 
make communication irresistible!
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Our ultimate goal: We aim to enable all students to be effective 

communicators…….

Castle Hill School Curriculum Structure and Intent



Curriculum intent statement – Communication and Language (English) 

(Expressive)

• In Speaking and Writing students will become confident communicators each with their 
own ‘voice’ whose choices, feelings and views are heard and understood. This may be 
through a combination of gesture, vocalisations, facial expression, photos, symbols, 
Makaton, words or communication aids.



‘Speaking’ at Castle Hill School includes….

• Intensive Interaction

• Makaton

• IPads, communication aids, Eye Gaze

• Symbols, photographs, written words

• Speech 

• Touch cues

• Objects of reference

• Body movement

• Vocalisations

• Gestures

• Home languages e.g. Polish, Urdu

This is a TOTAL COMMUNICATION approach



‘Speaking’ at Castle Hill School is encouraged 
through …

• Parachute games

• Theraband activities

• Resonance Board

• Songs, rhymes

• Tac Pac

• Handle

• Community activities

• Blanks’ level of 

questions

• Music therapy

• Play, including role play



Further Information 

https://www.totalcommunication.org.uk/ (explanation of how Objects of reference, symbols etc can be 
used and a short video on Total Communication)

https://www.makaton.org/

https://singinghands.co.uk/ (Makaton songs. Perhaps you could learn to sign a new song?)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mg25V-PF1rA (Blanks level of questioning: a very brave teacher at 
Astley Park school demonstrates how to use Blanks level of questions whilst making chocolate crispie buns with her 
toddler. Some ideas of the type of questions we can ask when playing or working with our students)

https://ican.org.uk/media/1291/augmentative-and-alternative-communication-aac-
factsheet.pdf (What is Alternative and Augmentative Communication? All about symbols, communication aids)

https://ican.org.uk/media/1313/scaffolding.pdf (How we can help develop language for our students who 
use speech)

https://www.totalcommunication.org.uk/
https://www.makaton.org/
https://singinghands.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mg25V-PF1rA
https://ican.org.uk/media/1291/augmentative-and-alternative-communication-aac-factsheet.pdf
https://ican.org.uk/media/1313/scaffolding.pdf


https://www.intensiveinteraction.org/ (with excellent videos of Intensive Interaction in action. You may need 
your tissues!)

https://tacpac.co.uk/ (videos and information)

http://activelearningspace.org/equipment/purchase-equipment/the-resonance-board

(how to use a resonance board and video clip of one in action)

Jayne, Catherine and Kiersti are exploring how resonance boards, parachute games and the 
theraband (cooperband)  can help enhance communication opportunities. If you have any 
ideas of songs or rhymes, or would like to write one to share with us, we would love to hear 
from you.

https://www.intensiveinteraction.org/
https://tacpac.co.uk/
http://activelearningspace.org/equipment/purchase-equipment/the-resonance-board


‘Writing’ at Castle Hill school includes….. 

• Sensory materials e.g. sand, cornflour

• Lights (for tracking)

• Pens, pencils

• Chalks, crayons

• Paint brushes, rollers, stampers

• Symbols, photos

• Written words

• iPads

• Computer key boards

• Plasma

• Alexa



‘Writing’ at Castle Hill School is encouraged through…  

• Tracking

• Sensory exploration (Creative Mess!)

• Mark making

• Developing fine motor control

• Use of symbols, photos as well as words to 

record, compose and transcribe

• Using keyboards with computers 

• Using keyboards on Gridplayer App

• Using Alexa to dictate  

• Functional use of writing e.g. shopping lists

• Links with Art and Creative development



I like toast and jam to eat

Whilst I am tapping my feet

I had sausage for dinner

It was a winner

I don’t like sugar on my toast

I would like to go to the coast

I like eating bananas

In my pyjamas

I like chocolate pudding to eat

because it is nice and sweet

Alexa

For students who are visually impaired but who can use their voice, Alexa is a great tool for 

recording information which in the olden days would have been written down e.g. making a 

shopping list.  One of our secondary students is a poet in the making and used Alexa to help 

him find rhyming words.



Curriculum intent statement – Communication and Language (English) 
(Receptive)

• In Reading and Listening students will be able to derive meaning from information 
presented to them and use it to understand and influence their world. Information may be 
in a sensory, tactile, auditory or visual form. 



‘Reading’ at Castle Hill School includes….

• Environmental cues

• Objects of reference

• Tactile cues

• Sensory materials 

• Standardised symbols

• Photos

• Letter recognition

• Written words

• Alexa

• iPads, communication aids, Eye Gaze

• Different books including photo books,

sound books, tactile books 

• Social stories



‘Reading’ at Castle Hill School is encouraged through….

• Exploring books in classrooms

• Sensory exploration including 

sensory stories

• Sharing story with adult or peers

• Labels with written words and 

symbols

• Hybrid approach to phonics e.g. 

letter awareness and whole word 

recognition

• See and Learn (key words linked to topic)

• Use of Alexa

• Functional literacy e.g. social sight 

vocabulary

• World Book Day 

• Focus on Social Stories



The Chill den is an excellent environment for developing 
‘reading’ skills

• Fiction and non-fiction books reflect 

topic and festivals

• Maths focus

• Wellbeing box with resources

• Dressing up (role play and drama)

• Dark area with lights

• Puppets 

• Sensory story

• Blanks level of questions to develop 

comprehension 

• Key vocabulary



Further information:

https://carolgraysocialstories.com/social-stories/what-is-it/ (introduction to social stories)

https://www.seeandlearn.org/en-gb/ (information about See and Learn reading scheme)

http://www.thesensoryprojects.co.uk/home(sensory (sensory stories)

https://www.mencap.org.uk/blog/create-your-own-sensory-story-7-steps (sensory stories)

Why don’t you have a go at writing a sensory or a social story or part of a story.
Perhaps you can link it with the Autumn term topic.
EYFS: My World
Primary: People who help us
Secondary: 999 Emergency

https://carolgraysocialstories.com/social-stories/what-is-it/
https://www.seeandlearn.org/en-gb/
http://www.thesensoryprojects.co.uk/home(sensory
https://www.mencap.org.uk/blog/create-your-own-sensory-story-7-steps


‘Listening’ at Castle Hill School  includes….

• Songs of reference

• Sound cues

• Songs and rhymes

• Touch cues

• Environmental cues

• Sensory exploration

• Musical instruments

• Music therapy

• Sound beam

• iPads, communication aids, 

• Alexa

• Resonance board

• Music and Movement

• Sign and sing

• Live  and recorded music 



‘Listening’ at Castle Hill School is encouraged through..

• Sensory exploration

• Sound discrimination games

• Consistent sounds of reference

• Consistent Touch cues

• Consistent Environmental cues

• Games to encourage anticipation

• ‘Ready, steady, …’ games

• Group and individual music therapy

• Music interventions e.g. choir

• Use of music room and resources 

e.g. piano, sound beam, 

• iPads, communication aids, 

• Alexa

• Resonance board

• Music and Movement

• Links with Music Curriculum 

(See Sounds of Intent and Music

Curriculum update)



Pathways and Updates

• The Castle Hill Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening Pathways support teachers with 
planning and assessment.

• Evidence of learning for all pupils is presented through individual Learning Journals and 
yellow Evidence of Achievement files. This details the progress made by each pupil 
towards meeting their MAPP and PIP targets. Daily progress is recorded in the ‘orange 
books’. 

• Moderation sessions are carried out regularly to ensure consistency of levelling within, and 
between, classes.

• Learning Walks are held to observe evidence of teaching and learning around school.



We hope that this has given you more information about teaching 
and learning in Communication and Language  at Castle Hill 
School and that you have found the links interesting and 
informative. 

Don’t forget:

‘You are the most intricate, flexible, ingenious, 
wonderful piece of equipment on the surface of 
the planet. Nothing else can do what a person 
can do.’

Hewett, D et al. (2012) The Intensive Interaction Handbook

If you would like more information about anything in this 
presentation, please ask Jayne or Catherine.

If you have felt inspired to write a rhyme for the parachute, 
theraband or resonance board, have learnt to sign a new Makaton 
song, have any ideas for a new Social or Sensory story or anything 
else you’ve discovered, we’d love to hear from you. 


