
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registered in England & Wales, Company No. 10221189 

30/12/20 

 
NHS COVID-19 testing for staff and students  
 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
You may have heard that testing for those without coronavirus symptoms is 
beginning across the country using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral 
flow tests’.  
Along with the other protective measures we are taking, we hope these tests will 
help staff and students to remain in school with minimal disruption. It’s important to 
note that up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. 
By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as 
safely as possible.  
I am writing this letter, therefore, to ensure you have clarity regarding this process as 
soon as possible.   
 
-Who will be tested? 
The Government has stated that the tests are initially for staff and students in 
Secondary schools and Colleges. To this end we will initially test staff in our 
Secondary and Sixth Form departments.   
 
-We will not test students  
Normal processes regarding isolation and external testing will continue to apply for 
students in all departments. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-COVID-19/  
This decision has been made due to the new ‘lateral flow test’ requiring cooperative 
swabbing of the back of the throat and nasal passages weekly (routine testing) or 
every day for seven days (serial testing). We believe testing processes for our 
students should be completed as infrequently as possible to prevent possible distress 
and discomfort and as a result we continue to recommend that the Polymerase 
Chain Reaction (PCR) test should be taken at one of the many testing sites available 
in the Kirklees area if required.  
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/health-and-well-being/covid19-mass-community-
testing.aspx 
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Registered in England & Wales, Company No. 10221189 

-Staff testing  
Please note: All testing is voluntary but highly recommended 
As stated previously we will offer tests to Secondary and Sixth Form staff initially. We 
hope that staff in other departments will be offered testing in due course, however, 
until this has been sanctioned, we will not apply testing the EYFS and Primary 
Department. Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared 
directly with staff participating.  
 
-Who will administer the tests? 
A staff team based in Secondary and Sixth Form will be allocated this role. They will 
be trained via virtual training sessions provided by the Government.  
 
-When will testing begin?  
Secondary schools and Colleges have been instructed to apply a phased return of 
students in order to apply the testing regime. The guidance, however, does not 
apply to schools with vulnerable students. We will, therefore, open on the 4th January 
as stated in my previous letter on the 18th December. https://6e8362fb-0dff-4a9b-
80aaac1ae8999871.filesusr.com/ugd/3ce718_19dcbb4bb0b649a2a9b238cd9f15d24
a.pdf 
 
We hope that testing will begin on the week beginning the 11th January, however 
this is a prospective date only and could be subject to change due to possible 
training, registration, consent and equipment supply issues.  
 
-Where will the tests take place?  
Testing will take place in section 2 of the school hall. Procedures and protocols will 
be followed including appropriate demarcation, recording, and cleaning regimes.    
 
Finally, I hope this letter has clarified our position regarding the new Government 
guidance on COVID testing in schools. As always, please don’t hesitate to contact 
your class teacher or any member of the Senior Leadership Team from the 4th 
January onwards if you have any concerns or questions. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding during this time. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Steve Perren  
(Principal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


